Ethical Guidelines for the MedTech industry — Guidance
for organizers of professional events

These guidelines are established in accordance with the MedTech Europe Code of
Ethical Business Practice, which governs interactions and collaborations between
medical technology companies and the healthcare sector, as well as the relevant
provisions of current Danish legislation. The primary objective of these guidelines is to
ensure that all professional events, meetings, and educational activities are organized
and conducted in a manner that prioritizes scientific learning, professional
development, and ethical integrity.

These principles are designed to prevent events from being used as opportunities for
entertainment, promotional excess, or any form of undue influence, ensuring that the
focus remains on enhancing knowledge, improving patient care, and maintaining trust
in the healthcare profession.

Choice of venue

An event must take place in an area that is professionally and practically suitable - the
venue must not be selected primarily for its leisure, entertainment, or luxury appeal.

The general rule is that the location must be chosen based on professional relevance,
logistics, and reasonableness, not experience or entertainment value.

Examples of unsuitable locations:

e Resort, spa or luxury hotel (for example 5-star hotels)
e Cruise ship or holiday center
e Skiresort during high season (Dec 20—March 31)

e Golf/beach resort during summer (June 15 - September 15)
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Examples of suitable locations:

e Conference center or hotel with meeting facilities and a reasonable standard
e Good access by public transportation

e Located close to the majority of participants' workplaces for regional events

Program and professional content

An event must have a clear professional purpose and contain sufficient teaching or
knowledge-sharing. Entertainment must not be the primary purpose. Scientific,
educational, and professional objectives must clearly predominate over hospitality or
social activities.

Minimum requirements:

e Full-day event: at least 6 consecutive hours of professional content
e Half-day event: at least 3 consecutive hours of professional content
e The program must be professionally relevant and available prior to the event

e Breaks and meals must be reasonable and appropriately scheduled

Unsuitable examples:

e Primarily social program without a clear professional purpose
e Lecture followed by a long dinner with entertainment

e Serving alcohol at exhibition stands or during the professional part of the day
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Evening events

Evening events must be naturally connected to the professional program and held
immediately after it. Meals must be reasonable and comply with applicable ethical
standards.

Allowed:

e Shared dinner with moderate catering and optional background music

e Professional talks or presentations during dinner

Not allowed:

e Entertainment as the main attraction (e.g., well-known artists)
e Extravagant meals (e.g., champagne and caviar)

e Participation of companions or family members

If a separate social program is arranged, it must be clearly separated from the
professional program and paid for by participants themselves at market price. MedTech
Denmark recommends that companies refrain from participating in pure entertainment
events — even if self-funded.

Hospitality and expense coverage

Companies may only cover expenses directly related to the professional event, such as
transport, meals, and possibly accommodation - and only to a reasonable extent.
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Guidelines:

e Coverage may only be provided to the participant’s organization, not to the
individual personally

e Accommodation may only be covered during the actual duration of the event

e Companions and family members may not participate

e Luxury accommodation is not permitted

Conference Vetting System

The Conference Vetting System (CVS) is an independent compliance review process put
in place to encourage transparency and consistency across the medical education
industry. Members will be complying with the regulations set forth requiring
international medical education events to be reviewed and approved by CVS prior to
providing any type of financial support (educational grant, booth, product donation,
etc.) to such events.

Events that may be in scope include third party organized events attended by delegates
coming from at least two countries in the MedTech Europe geography and international
events taking place outside the MedTech Europe geographic area attended by
delegates who are Healthcare Professionals registered and practicing in the MedTech
geographic area.

CVS requires events are submitted at least 75 days prior to the event start date. If your
event is already within the 75-day timeframe and not yet submitted, you may still
submit your event to CVS and request a waiver by providing the rationale of why the
event could not be submitted earlier.

Responsibility and enforcement

The ethical guidelines are administered by MedTech Denmark and are based on
MedTech Europe’s Code of Ethical Business Practice. If a member company has its own
ethical policies, the strictest rule must always be followed.
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References

MedTech Europe Code of Ethical Business Practice — The current version of
the code regulating ethics and collaboration between the MedTech industry and
the healthcare sector (effective from January 1, 2023). Available here:

MedTech Europe Code of Ethical Business Practice — official document
(MedTech Europe) (medtecheurope.org)

MedTech Europe Conference Vetting System (CVS) — The centralized
compliance tool where international professional events must be approved for
industry support such as educational grants or sponsorship. More information
can be found here:

Conference Vetting System (CVS) — EthicalMedTech compliance portal
(medtecheurope.org)
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